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Amendments to Licensed Builder 

Framework to Come into Operation on 15 

June 2024  
  

Introduction 
 

Amendments to the licensed general builder and licensed specialist builder framework are set to come 

into operation on 15 June 2024. These amendments are aimed at improving and clarifying the builder 

licensing scheme and to facilitate the Building and Construction Authority's operations.  

 

The amendments are part of a series of changes to the Building Control Act 1989 ("BCA") introduced 

in the Building Control (Amendment) Act 2020, which was passed in Parliament in March 2020. The 

changes therein have been implemented progressively from 2021. 

 

The latest round of implementation is pursuant to the Building Control (Amendment) Act 2020 

(Commencement) Notification 2024, which brings into force the amendments to the BCA relating to the 

builder licensing scheme from 15 June 2024. The following instruments which effect amendments to the 

relevant subsidiary legislation have also been published in the Gazette, and are set to come into 

operation on the same date: 

 

• Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2024; 

• Building Control (Licensing of Builders) (Amendment) Regulations 2024; and 

• Building Control (Composition of Offences) (Amendment) Regulations 2024.  

 

This Update provides a summary of the key amendments set to come into force.  

 

Key Amendments 
 

Definitions 

  

The amendments introduce definitions for key concepts in the builder licensing scheme, including the 

following: 

 

• Licensed general builder – A person granted a general builder's licence authorising it to carry 

on the business of a general builder. 
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• Licensed specialist builder – A person granted a specialist builder's licence authorising it to 

carry on the business of a specialist builder in respect of specialist building works. 

 

• Specialist building works –The amendments set out the types of building works falling within 

this definition. 

 

• Sub-contractor – A sub-contractor, in relation to sub-contractors engaged by licensed general 

or specialist builders, refers to a person engaged by the builder or another sub-contractor to 

provide labour for or to do any part of those works which the builder has been engaged to do 

under another contract. 

 

Control of building works 

 

The amendments clarify that certain applications must be made by a licensed general or specialist 

builder, and that certain appointments require the appointment of a licensed general or specialist builder. 

 

• Building plan approval – Currently, an application for approval of the plans of any building 

works must be accompanied by the names and particulars of the qualified person whom the 

developer or builder has appointed to prepare the plans (and where the works comprise 

geotechnical building works, the geotechnical engineer appointed by the developer or builder). 

The amendments clarify that a "builder" referred to above must be a licensed general builder or 

licensed specialist builder (as appropriate) undertaking the works that are the subject of those 

plans. 

 

• Structural works permit – Currently, an application for a permit to carry out structural works 

may be made by the developer, the builder, and the qualified person appointed by the builder 

to supervise the works. The application requires the names and particulars of the qualified 

person (or geotechnical engineer where relevant) and certain documents signed by the builder 

or qualified person. The amendments clarify that a "builder" referred to above must be a licensed 

general builder or licensed specialist builder (as appropriate), and that a permit may be granted 

only if the builder is so licensed. 

 

• Appointment of builders – Currently, every developer of building works must appoint a builder 

to carry out the building works and a specialist builder in prescribed circumstances. The 

amendments clarify that a "builder" referred to above must be a licensed general builder or 

licensed specialist builder (as appropriate). The developer must notify the Commissioner of 

Building Control ("Commissioner") of such appointment within 14 days after making the 

appointment.  
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• Notification of appointment – A builder must hold a general builder's licence or specialist 

builder's licence (as appropriate) at all times during the building works it is undertaking. The 

builder must notify the Commissioner whenever they have an appointment or termination of 

appointment as builder.  

 

Sub-contractors 

 

The amendments clarify that a sub-contractor who always does work as a sub-contractor of a general 

builder or a specialist builder need not apply for its own general or specialist builder's licence (as 

appropriate).  

 

Eligibility for builder's licence 

 

The amendments amend the sections on the eligibility of persons to be granted a general or specialist 

builder's licence to allow more types of businesses to apply for a builder's licence. The new provisions 

set out the conditions for eligibility to apply for a builder's licence for: 

 

• Individuals carrying on business as a sole proprietor; 

• Corporations carrying on business as a sole proprietor; 

• Partnerships (comprising individuals, corporations, or a combination thereof); and 

• Corporations.  

 

Regulatory action 

 

The amendments expand the powers of the Commissioner to take regulatory action against licensed 

general and specialist builders. The Commissioner will be empowered to: 

 

• Issue directions that the licensee must not undertake any contract or engagement to carry out 

building works; 

• Issue directions that the licensee may only undertake any contract or engagement in which the 

value is below a specified amount; and 

• Modify the conditions of the licence.  

 

Concluding Words 
 

The amendments set to come into operation will implement reform to and provide clarification of the 

regime for licensed general builders and licensed specialist builders in Singapore. This includes the 

prescribed acts for which builders must hold the relevant licence, conditions for such licence, and 

obligations of licence holders.  
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Entities engaging in building works should be aware of the licensing requirements and determine 

whether they are required to obtain a licence and, if so, the type of licence required. They should also 

assess their operations and management to ensure that they comply with the requirements set out in 

the amended BCA provisions. 

 

For further queries, please feel free to contact our team members below.  

 

 

 

 

Contacts 
   

     

 

Sim Chee Siong 
Head, Construction & Projects 
Accredited Adjudicator 
(Building and Construction 
Industry Security of Payment 
Act) 
Senior Accredited Specialist 
(Building & Construction), 
Singapore Academy of Law 
 
T +65 6232 0227 
 
chee.siong.sim@rajahtann.co
m 
 

 

 

Ching Meng Hang 
Partner, Construction & 
Projects 
Accredited Specialist (Building 
& Construction), Singapore 
Academy of Law 
 
T +65 6232 0608 
 
meng.hang.ching@rajahtann.c
om 
 

   

Click here for our Partners in our Construction & Projects Practice. 

   

Please feel free to also contact Knowledge Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com 
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Our Regional Contacts  
 

Rajah & Tann Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

   
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

 

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 
Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com 

  
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

   
Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which 

may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 
 

 
 

 

 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  

We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 

yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 

offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  

 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 

Asia.    

 

The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 

international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 

displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 

without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 

 

Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 

to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 

of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 

specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge Management 

at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 


