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Fostering Cross-Border AI Deployment – 
Singapore and US Launch AI Cooperation and 

Standards Equivalency Efforts 
  

Introduction 
 

While the adoption of artificial intelligence ("AI") technology by governments and businesses has been 

swift and widespread, there remain certain barriers to the implementation of AI solutions, particularly in 

the cross-border context. This is largely due to the regulation of technical standards of AI technology, 

which is still in its early stages. Further, the applicable standards may differ across jurisdictions, leading 

to difficulties in compliance in cross-border deployment.  

 

In this regard, Singapore and US have taken an important step towards cooperation and technical 

standards equivalency on the AI front. The inaugural US-Singapore Dialogue on Critical and Emerging 

Technologies ("CET") was launched on 12 October 2023, and aims to upgrade the bilateral partnership 

between the countries on the frontiers of scientific and technological enterprise. Singapore and US 

intend to anchor the CET Dialogue and corollary lines of efforts in certain key areas, one of which is AI. 

This includes information sharing and consultation on AI standards and collaboration on responsible AI 

research and development.  

 

On the US front, US President Joe Biden on 30 October 2023 issued an Executive Order that aims to 

establish new standards for AI safety and security while also promoting innovation and competition. 

monitor and regulate the risks of AI while also harnessing its potential ("AI Executive Order"). White 

House officials have stated this to be the most significant action on AI by any government. 

 

The launch of these efforts signals a move towards the development of easier and faster bilateral cross-

border deployment of AI technology between Singapore and US, highlighting Singapore’s position as 

the preferred and natural entry point for US AI technology companies into Asia and the region. It also 

underscores the expansion opportunities for Singapore companies seeking entry into US markets.   

 

In this Update, we look at the key features of the US-Singapore CET Dialogue in the area of AI, what it 

means for businesses in this field, and Rajah & Tann’s role in facilitating the utilisation of relevant 

opportunities in terms of legal and compliance issues. 

 

US-Singapore CET Dialogue 
 

The inaugural US-Singapore CET Dialogue, held in Washington D.C., was chaired by US National 

Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, Acting Special Envoy for Critical and Emerging Technology Seth Center 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/rajah-&-tann
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(on behalf of Secretary of State Antony Blinken), Singapore Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr. Vivian 

Balakrishnan, and Singapore Minister for Communications and Information and Minister-in-Charge of 

Smart Nation and Cybersecurity Josephine Teo. Singapore Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong 

delivered the opening remarks. 

 

Through the US-Singapore CET Dialogue, US and Singapore discussed opportunities to bolster 

research, innovation, and commercial ties to expand the frontiers of scientific knowledge, promote 

prosperity, and deliver public goods to the Indo-Pacific region, especially ASEAN partners.  

 

In the area of AI, US and Singapore resolved to deepen information-sharing and consultations on  

international AI security, safety, trust, and standards development, while continuing to race ahead at the 

leading edge of responsible innovation. The bilateral initiatives and enhanced cooperation in this area 

include the following: 

 

• AI Standards Equivalency – A mapping exercise was completed between the US Department 

of Commerce’s National Institute of Standards and Technology AI Risk Management 

Framework and the Singapore Infocomm Media Development Authority’s AI Verify. 

 

• AI Governance Working Group – A bilateral AI Governance Working Group was established 

to focus on advancing shared principles for safe, trustworthy, and responsible AI innovation, to 

complement the US’ Voluntary AI Commitments and a potential multilateral AI Code of Conduct. 

 

• Research & Education – Collaboration between the US National Science Foundation and AI 

Singapore will be expanded through joint research and educational funding opportunities 

focused on trustworthy and safe AI systems. 

 

• Professional Certification – Singapore and US will explore reciprocal certification programs 

for American and Singaporean AI professionals on the basis of shared standards, tests, and 

benchmarks. 

 

The Future of Collaboration 
 

The launch of the US-Singapore CET Dialogue marks the first of several significant steps to build 

enduring collaboration across business, scientific and national security communities. In particular, one 

of the goals of such collaboration is to bring the envisioned benefits not only to Singapore and US, but 

also to ASEAN partners. The advantages of any initiatives would thus be relevant to businesses in 

Singapore, US, and the ASEAN and Asia Pacific region.  

 

One of the initiatives that has drawn attention is the mapping of US’ AI Risk Management Framework 

and Singapore’s AI Verify. Directly addressing the barrier of entry that is differing AI technical standards, 
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the aligned approaches between the two counties means that businesses would have greater certainty 

about meeting the requirements in both jurisdictions, which leads to lower compliance costs for AI 

deployment and innovation.  

 

Businesses seeking to capitalise on these developments, whether to enter the US market or to expand 

into the ASEAN region through Singapore, would be well minded to keep abreast of the initiatives that 

will continue to be launched under the US-Singapore CET Dialogue.  

 

Businesses should also keep in mind that standards and regulations governing AI technology are likely 

to become of increasing significance. For example, under the US AI Executive Order, developers of the 

most powerful AI systems will be required to share their safety test results and other critical information 

with the US government. The US National Institute of Standards and Technology will also set rigorous 

standards for extensive red-team testing to ensure safety before public release, while the Department 

of Commerce will develop guidance for content authentication and watermarking to clearly label AI-

generated content. As a close partner on this front, it remains to be seen if the Singapore Government 

may also follow suit with such regulatory measures.   

 

Companies should thus ensure that they are adequately advised of the applicable standards before 

cross-border deployment efforts. Due to the transnational and cross-discipline nature of such 

operations, businesses should also ensure that they receive due advice across all relevant areas.  

 

In this regard, parties are welcome to contact the Rajah & Tann Asia team for further queries. With a 

footprint across ASEAN and beyond, the team is able to advise on Data and Digital Economy matters, 

as well as issues of corporate structure, capital markets and finance.  
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Contacts 

Technology, Media & Telecommunications 

     

  

Rajesh Sreenivasan  
Head, Technology, Media & 
Telecommunications 
 
T +65 6232 0751 
rajesh@rajahtann.com 
 

 

 

Steve Tan 
Deputy Head, Technology, 
Media & Telecommunications 
 
T +65 6232 0786 
steve.tan@rajahtann.com 
 

   

     

 

Benjamin Cheong 
Deputy Head, Technology, Media 
& Telecommunications 
 
T +65 6232 0738 
benjamin.cheong@rajahtann.com 
 
 

   
 

   

Click here for our Partners in Technology, Media & Telecommunications Practice 

Mergers & Acquisitions 

   

 

Terence Quek 
Deputy Head, Mergers & 
Acquisitions 
 
T +65 6232 0277 
terence.quek@rajahtann.com 
 
 

 

 

Lim Wee Hann 
Partner, Mergers & 
Acquisitions 
 
T +65 6232 0606 
wee.hann.lim@rajahtann.com 

   

Capital Markets  Financial Institutions 

     
 

Evelyn Wee 
Deputy Head, Corporate & 
Transactional Practice 
Head, Capital Markets 
 
T +65 6232 0724 
evelyn.wee@rajahtann.com 
 

 
 

 

Regina Liew 
Head, Financial Institutions 
Group 
 
T +65 6232 0456 
regina.liew@rajahtann.com 
 
 
 

   

     
Please feel free to also contact Knowledge Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com 
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Regional Contacts 

 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

   

Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

    

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

 

Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com 

   

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage 

which may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 

 
 
 
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 
Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge Management 
at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 


