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Countdown to Mandatory Halal 
Certification: One Year to Go 
 

 
 

Law No. 33 of 2014 on Halal Product Assurance (“Law”) requires products entering, circulating, and 
being traded in Indonesia to be accompanied by a halal certificate. Despite the introduction of this 
requirement in 2014, the Law allows for a gradual implementation starting next year. Generally, there 
are two equally important implications that arise from the halal certificate obligation:  
 

1. The requirement for a party to obtain a halal certificate for its products; and 

 
2. The requirement that products containing ingredients classified as prohibited (haram) contain a 

non-halal remark. These products include items such as pork and its derivatives, alcoholic 

drinks, products containing blood or blood products, and animal products that were not 

slaughtered based on syariah principles. 

 
Because the obligation to obtain a halal certificate is implemented in stages, business can still sell 
products without a halal certificate or a non-halal remark. Government Regulation No. 39 of 2021 on the 
Implementation of the Halal Product Assurance (“Government Regulation”) sets out various deadlines 
to obtain the halal certificate, which depend on the categories of the goods and services. The earliest 
deadline of 17 October 2024 applies to food and beverage products, as well as their related products or 
services. This means that starting from 17 October 2024, the following goods and services must either 
have a halal certificate or be marked as non-halal:  
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1. Food and beverage products;  

 
2. Raw materials, food additives and auxiliary materials for food and beverage products;  

 
3. Slaughtered products and their related services; and  

 
4. Related services, such as those pertaining to the processing, storage, packaging, distribution, 

sales and serving of the goods.  

 
Failure to comply with the obligation for halal certification will result in administrative sanctions, ranging 
from written warning, fine, to a recall of the products.  
 
Since the enactment of the Government Regulation, the government has actively endorsed the halal 
certification program through various methods. In March 2022, the Halal Product Assurance 
Administering Agency or Badan Penyelenggara Jaminan Produk Halal (“BPJPH”), initiated the 10 
Million Halal Certified Products Program. According to the BPJPH’s data, as of 2023, approximately 2.7 
million halal-certified products have been registered with the BPJPH. About 450 thousand products are 
in the process of obtaining halal certificates, and nearly 1.5 million are in the registration bay for the 
halal certificate. In light of the halal certificate becoming mandatory starting 2024, the BPJPH has 
inaugurated 55 Halal Inspection Bodies or Lembaga Pemeriksa Halal (LPH for short), and received 
approximately 100 requests for cooperation from foreign halal agencies.  
 
It is important to note that the obligation for halal certificate also applies to products made outside 
Indonesia but distributed within the country. The Government Regulation allows halal-certified products 
entering Indonesia from countries engaged in mutual recognition of halal certification will only need to 
be registered with the BPJPH without undergoing the certification process. However, as of the time of 
writing, no mutual interstate recognition between the BPJPH and any foreign halal agencies has been 
finalised. The Government Regulation further stipulates that if foreign halal bodies are not yet 
recognised by the BPJPH, products with halal certificates issued by foreign halal agencies must apply 
for Indonesian halal certification. 
 

Key Takeaways  
 
Considering the sanctions for non-compliance, which include a recall of the products, this halal 
certification obligation plays a vital role. Businesses could be prevented from selling their products in 
Indonesia, which could lead to a significant financial loss for them.  
 
The government strives to ensure that halal products can circulate for easy access and consumption by 

the public through mandatory halal certification. One year ahead of 17 October 2024, businesses in the 

food and beverage sector and its related services are advised to verify their product compliance with 

the halal certification requirements. This is equally important for non-halal goods and services in the 

food and beverage sector, which are required to have the mandatory non-halal remark. Considering that 

the process of halal certification takes time, the sooner the compliance check begins, the better it is for 

businesses.   
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Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether 

legally binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or 

damage which may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 
 

 
 
 
 

Based in Indonesia, and consistently gaining recognition from independent observers, Assegaf Hamzah & Partners has established itself as a major 
force locally and regionally and is ranked as a top-tier firm in many practice areas.  Founded in 2001, it has a reputation for providing advice of the 
highest quality to a wide variety of blue-chip corporate clients, high net worth individuals, and government institutions. 
 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Assegaf Hamzah & Partners and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Indonesia and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Assegaf Hamzah & Partners. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Assegaf Hamzah & Partners. 
 


