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Upcoming Amendment to the Family
Justice Rules 2014 — Draft New Rules

On 10 August 2023, the Family Justice Courts ("FJC") announced that it has been undertaking a
comprehensive review and redesign of the Family Justice Rules ("FJR"). The FIR will be amended and
will comprise three volumes (collectively, "new Rules"):

(@) Family Justice (General) Rules ("General Rules");

(b) Family Justice (Probate and Other Matters) Rules 2023; and

(c) Family Justice (Protection from Harassment) Rules 2023 ("PH Rules").
Key changes include:

(a) Expansion of the simplified track for divorce and judicial separation proceedings under Part
2, Rule 8 of the General Rules. The simplified track will also be available so long as parties have
reached an agreement on the grounds for divorce or judicial separation, even if they have not
reached an agreement on the ancillary matters.

(b) Protection from harassment proceedings in the Family Court. The new PH Rules cover, among
other things, the commencement of civil proceedings for orders under Part 3 of the Protection from
Harassment Act 2014 ("POHA"™) and excludes claims under section 11 of POHA ("PH
proceedings") in the Family Court, and the transfer of PH proceedings from the Family Court to
the Protection of Harassment Court.

Other changes include:
(a) simplification and streamlining of the new Rules;
(b) nomenclature changes;

(c) commencement of Action by way of Originating Application and doing away with pleadings for
Matrimonial Applications;
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(d) requirement to file a Binding Summary setting out a summary of the parties' respective positions
(replacing the fact and position sheet with the joint summary in ancillary matters proceedings under
Part 2, Rule 18 of the General Rules); and

(e) alignment of the process for most applications, for example harmonising the number of affidavits to
be filed under Part 5, Rules 12 and 15 of the General Rules.

For details and other changes, please refer to the draft versions of the new Rules. The new Rules are
expected to come into force no earlier than December 2023, along with the necessary changes to the
eLitigation system. For interim reference, the FJC has made available a draft version of the following
new Rules on the SG Courts website at www.judiciary.gov.sg:

e Family Justice (General) Rules
e Family Justice (Probate and Other Matters) Rules 2023
e Family Justice (Protection from Harassment) Rules 2023
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Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia.
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Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a
member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client.

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether
legally binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or
damage which may result from accessing or relying on this update.
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South
Asia.

The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein)
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP.

Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your

specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge Management
at eOASIS@rajahtann.com.
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