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MTI Seeks Feedback on the ASEAN Trade
in Goods Agreement (ATIGA)

Introduction

As an integral part of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations ("ASEAN") Economic Community (AEC),
the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement ("ATIGA") is the key regional trade agreement that facilitates
economic integration within the ASEAN region, which Singapore is a party to.

The ATIGA entered into force on 17 May 2010 for ASEAN Member States ("AMS"), and provides a
comprehensive framework to achieve the free flow of goods within ASEAN by eliminating tariffs on most
goods traded between AMS, as well as by reducing non-tariff barriers.

Various regional and global developments have prompted a review and upgrade of the ATIGA. Key
amongst these are the proliferation of other trade agreements, including the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement which was entered into in 2022, and created a new regional
trade bloc (including ASEAN and its major trading partners). Separately, the COVID-19 pandemic, which
posed challenges to supply chains and made trading across borders more difficult, and the global
digitalisation trend on the trading of goods have necessitated the review to ascertain how to better
improve the supply chains and keep open critical trade channels.

To keep the ATIGA relevant and more responsive to, and stay ahead of, the changes ASEAN launched
negotiations between AMS in March 2022 to upgrade the ATIGA. Substantive negotiations between AMS
are targeted to be completed by the end of 2024. From 17 July 2023 to 16 August 2023, the Ministry of
Trade and Industry (MTI) is conducting a public consultation to seek feedback on how the ATIGA could
be improved and other beneficial provisions that could be incorporated into the ATIGA.

Public Consultation on the ATIGA Upgrade

The ATIGA contains various elements to facilitate the free flow of goods within the ASEAN region. Several
significant features of ATIGA include tariff liberalisation, removal of non-tariff barriers, rules of origin, trade
facilitation, customs, standards and conformance, sanitary and phytosanitary measures. Additionally, the
ATIGA also includes a comprehensive coverage of commitments related to trade in goods and
mechanisms for its implementation as well as institutional arrangements.
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Besides a comprehensive review of all the existing provisions within the ATIGA as listed in the preceding
paragraph, the proposed upgrade will also address issues such as supply chain resilience, digitalisation
and sustainability.

On supply chain resilience, this would go into measures to help maintain trade flows during crises. On
digitalisation, this would go into a review of challenges and opportunities of digital trade such as in relation
to e-commerce and digital technologies. On sustainability, this would go into issues such as promoting
sustainability trade practices, and issues relating to environmental protection and climate change. Each
of these areas requires innovative solutions, and whilst traditional approaches to ensure free flow of goods
must remain, they are insufficient to meet the changing environments.

The upgrade also aims to streamline and make the ATIGA more user-friendly, so that more businesses,
including Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMES), can utilise and benefit from it.

The consultation thus seeks to understand businesses’ pain points, such as whether streamlining
customs clearance processes, simplifying rules of origin, enhancing trade facilitative features, or
enhancing the transparency of Non-Tariff Measures would enhance the export of businesses’ goods. The
consultation also seeks input on other measures that businesses believe would help facilitate the flow of
their goods in the region. The AMS have also discussed the possibility of reducing barriers to trade, with
a focus on Non-Tariff Measures, on goods that contribute towards achieving climate and environmental
goals, which hence promotes a greener economy. The consultation also seeks to understand businesses’
views on the utility of such provisions.

Our Comments

Overall, the ATIGA upgrade is intended to be that major step forward for ASEAN and for businesses in
the region, as the ATIGA continues on its journey to establish a single market and production base, with
free flow of goods across the region. It is expected to make it easier and more cost-effective for
businesses to enter into cross-border trade, and is thus an important opportunity for businesses to
improve their competitiveness and to benefit from the growing ASEAN market. What is especially
important is the desire to ensure that trade continues to flourish regardless of whether it happens through
the e-world or physical world and in a sustainable manner.

This is an opportunity for all who are involved in any form of cross-border trade to look at what your pain
points are and to highlight them. It is also the time to put together your wish list and share them. This is
especially critical for e-commerce businesses, whether small or large, to provide their input as to their
suggestions and recommendations. We would be happy to sit with you and discuss possible approaches.
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Feedback to the consultation should be submitted through the form at the link here.
For more information, please refer to the following links:

- MTI's news release on "Public Consultation on the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA)"

- ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA)

- FAQ onthe ATIGA

- ASEAN news release on "ASEAN launches negotiations to upgrade ASEAN trade in goods
agreement"” (16 March 2022)

If you have any questions in relation to the above development, please do not hesitate to contact our
team below or email us at competitionlaw@rajahtann.com.
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https://go.gov.sg/atigaupgradesurvey
https://www.mti.gov.sg/Newsroom/Public-Consultations/Active-Consultations/Public-Consultation-on-the-ASEAN-Trade-in-Goods-Agreement
https://asean.org/asean2020/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ASEAN-Trade-in-Goods-Agreement.pdf
https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Legislation/Public-Consultations/2023/Public-Consultation-on-the-ASEAN-Trade-in-Goods-Agreement/Annex-A---FAQ-on-the-ATIGA.pdf
https://asean.org/asean-launches-negotiations-to-upgrade-asean-trade-in-goods-agreement/
https://asean.org/asean-launches-negotiations-to-upgrade-asean-trade-in-goods-agreement/
mailto:competitionlaw@rajahtann.com
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Contacts

Kala Anandarajah

Partner

Head, Competition & Antitrust
and Trade

Tanya Tang

Partner

(Chief Economic and Policy
Advisor)

Competition & Antitrust and

T +65 6232 0111 Trade

kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com T +65 6232 0298

tanya.tang@rajahtann.com

Joshua Seet

Partner

Competition & Antitrust and
Trade

Alvin Tan

Partner

Competition & Antitrust and
Trade

T +65 6232 0904 T +65 6232 0104

alvin.tan@rajahtann.com joshua.seet@rajahtann.com

Please feel free to also contact Knowledge Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com
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Our Regional Contacts

RAJAH & TANN | Singapore

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP
T +65 6535 3600
sg.rajahtannasia.com

R&T SOK &HENG | Cambodia
R&T Sok & Heng Law Office

T +85523963 112/ 113

F +855 23963 116
kh.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN x75 Eig

SHANGHAI REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE | China
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP

Shanghai Representative Office

T +86 21 6120 8818

F +86 21 6120 8820

cn.rajahtannasia.com

ASSEGAF HAMZAH &PARTNERS | Indonesia
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners

Jakarta Office
T +62 21 2555 7800
F +62 21 2555 7899

Surabaya Office

T +62 31 5116 4550
F +62 31 5116 4560
www.ahp.co.id

RAJAH & TANN | Lao PDR
Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd.

T +856 21 454 239

F +856 21 285 261
la.rajahtannasia.com

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia.

CHRISTOPHER &LEE ONG | Malaysia
Christopher & Lee Ong

T +60 3 2273 1919

F +60 32273 8310

www.christopherleeong.com

RAJAH & TANN | Mvanmar

Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited
T +951 9345 343/ +95 1 9345 346

F +951 9345 348

mm.rajahtannasia.com

GATMAYTAN YAP PATACSIL

GUTIERREZ & PROTACIO (C&G LAW) | Philippines
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)
T +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32

F +632 8552 1977 to 78

www.cagatlaw.com

RAJAH &TANN | Thailand
R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited

T +66 2 656 1991

F +66 2 656 0833
th.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN LCT LAWYERS | VVietnam
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers

Ho Chi Minh City Office
T +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673
F +84 28 3520 8206

Hanoi Office

T +84 24 3267 6127
F +84 24 3267 6128
www.rajahtannict.com

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a
member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client.

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage

which may result from accessing or relying on this update.
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients. We
place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical yet creative
approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to offer access to
excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar,
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South Asia.

The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) without
the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP.

Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended to
provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course of action
as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your specific
situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge & Risk Management at
eOASIS@rajahtann.com.
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