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Intellectual Property

New Trademarks Law Anticipated in
Myanmar in March 2023

Introduction

On 12 January 2023, the Department of Intellectual Property of Myanmar ("DIPM") under the Ministry
of Commerce ("MOC") issued a notice stating that the new Trade Mark Law (2019) is anticipated to
come into force in March 2023. This Update highlights what parties should be aware of regarding the
Trade Mark Law (2019) and the applicable procedures and requirements.

Background

The Trade Mark Law (2019) was passed in Myanmar on 30 January 2019. Among other changes, the
new law sought to introduce a formal trademark examination process and a new electronic trademark
system. While the Trade Mark Law (2019) has yet to fully come into force, the MOC had announced a
'soft opening period' for the partial implementation of the new law starting from 1 October 2020. During
this period, the DIPM started accepting applications for re-registration of trademarks which had been
previously registered via Declarations of Ownership filed with the Office of Registration of Deeds, and
assigned the application numbers for each re-registration application. This provided a great advantage
for all trademark owners under the previous trademark registration system, allowing potential continuity
in the protection of their marks after the transitional period.

However, the actual examination of the registrability of the marks filed during this 'soft opening period'
will only take place upon the full implementation of the Trade Mark Law (2019), the projected date of
which had not been made known.

What's New

After a long wait, on 12 January 2023, the DIPM issued a notice stating that the Trade Mark Law (2019)
is anticipated to come into force in March 2023. This is a significant development in the implementation
of the new trademark registration system. The notice follows an earlier announcement of the DIPM
Order no 44/2022 dated 1 July 2022 concerning the trademark application form and other forms to be
used by the public for various applications under the Trade Mark Law (2019).

Next Steps
It is anticipated that, before the kick-off date in March 2023, additional rules regarding the Trade Mark
Law (2019) will be announced by the DIPM, including the official fees and formal requirements for filing

a new trademark application in Myanmar.
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For earlier applications filed during the 'soft opening period', it is expected that the relevant Office Action
(OA) will be rendered and served on the applicant's agents following the full implementation of the Trade
Mark Law (2019).

Our Recommendations

Pending the Trade Mark Law (2019) coming into force in March 2023, filing a Declaration of Ownership
under the previous trademark registration system is still acceptable. As such, for any trademark owners
who wish to seek the advantage of an earlier filing date, it is important for them to look into their portfolio
and take the necessary steps towards application while the soft opening period is still ongoing:

@ For trademark owners who have already obtained the registered Declaration of Ownership
but have not yet applied for re-registration of the mark, please work with your lawyers to file
applications for re-registration of the mark with the DIPM;

(b) For trademark owners who want to use a new marks or are already using a mark but have
not registered a Declaration of Ownership with the Office of Registration of Deeds, it is
advisable to take urgent action to apply for a Declaration of Ownership and apply for re-
registration of the mark with the DIPM. As it usually takes about two to three weeks for the
registration of a Declaration of Ownership and about one week for applying for re-
registration, it will benefit trademark owners to make a swift decision on the mark to be
protected in Myanmar so as to secure an earlier filing date.

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practitioners based in Asia, with presence in nine countries in
Southeast Asia including Myanmar and Thailand. Lawyers in our network work closely to deliver the
best service to you. Should you have further queries on the new trademark law in Myanmar and
trademark protection in Myanmar, please feel free to contact our team in Thailand or Myanmar set out
below, who are able to assist regardless of where you are located.
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Contacts

Nuttaphol Arammuang
Partner

Head, Intellectual Property
R&T Asia (Thailand) Ltd

Chester Toh

Director

Rajah & Tann Myanmar
Company Limited

T +66 2656 1991
F +66 2656 0833

T +65 6232 0220

chester.toh@rajahtann.com

nuttaphol.a@rajahtann.com

IPBangkok@rajahtann.com

Contribution Note

This Client Update is contributed by the Contact Partners listed above with the assistance of Akkaraporn
Muangsopha (Senior Associate) of R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited.
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Our Regional Contacts

RAJAH & TANN | Singapore
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP

T +65 6535 3600
sg.rajahtannasia.com

R&T SOK &HENG | Cambodia
R&T Sok & Heng Law Office

T +85523963112/113

F +855 23963116
kh.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN 37k EiE

SHANGHAI REPRESENTATIVE oFFIcE | China
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP

Shanghai Representative Office

T +86 21 6120 8818

F +86 21 6120 8820

cn.rajahtannasia.com

ASSEGAF HAMZAH & PARTNERS | [ndonesia
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners

Jakarta Office
T +62 21 2555 7800
F +62 21 2555 7899

Surabaya Office

T +62 315116 4550
F +62 31 5116 4560
www.ahp.co.id

RAJAH & TANN | Lao PDR
Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd.

T +856 21 454 239

F +856 21 285 261
la.rajahtannasia.com

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia.
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CHRISTOPHER &LEE ONG | Malaysia
Christopher & Lee Ong

T +60 3 2273 1919

F +60 3 2273 8310

www.christopherleeong.com

RAJAH & TANN | Mvyanmar

Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited
T +951 9345 343/ +95 1 9345 346

F +951 9345 348

mm.rajahtannasia.com

GATMAYTAN YAP PATACSIL

GUTIERREZ & PROTACIO (C&G LAW) | Philippines
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)
T +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32

F +632 8552 1977 to 78

www.cagatlaw.com

RAJAH & TANN | Thailand
R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited

T +66 2 656 1991

F +66 2 656 0833
th.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN LCT LAWYERS | Vietnam
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers

Ho Chi Minh City Office
T +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673
F +84 28 3520 8206

Hanoi Office

T +84 24 3267 6127
F +84 24 3267 6128
www.rajahtannict.com

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a
member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client.

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage

which may result from accessing or relying on this update.
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South
Asia.

The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein)
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP.

Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your

specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge & Risk
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com.
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