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Bill Moves Towards Advancing 
Singapore's Goals for Zero Waste and 
Creating a Cleaner Singapore 

 

On 9 January 2023, the Environmental Public Health (Amendment) Act 2023 ("Bill") was introduced in 

Parliament. The Bill was passed by Parliament on 6 February 2023. 

 

The Bill seeks to enhance the delivery of waste disposal services by: 

 

(a) Extending the Progressive Wage Model to Singaporeans and Permanent Residents 

working in the waste management sector. The Bill gives legislative effect to the 

recommendations by the Tripartite Cluster for Waste Management Industry dated 24 January 

2022, to introduce the Progressive Wage Model for the waste management sector. The 

Progressive Wage Model will apply to the waste collection and materials recovery sectors. The 

changes will come into effect from 1 July 2023 and the wage schedule is expected to stretch to 

30 June 2029.  

 

(b) Creating a new licensing regime for cleaning business. The revised cleaning business 

licensing framework is proposed to take effect from 1 January 2024. The current cleaning 

business licensing regime and the voluntary Enhanced Clean Mark Accreditation Scheme will 

be merged into a single framework. There will now be three classes of licence (class 3 licence, 

class 2 licence and class 1 licence) each with a two-year validity. The revised cleaning licence 

framework differentiates cleaning businesses based on their capabilities.  

 

• The class 3 licence is non-renewable and only available to new business and those 

licenced under the current regime as of 31 December 2023. It retains the same 

requirements as the current licensing regime. Upon the expiry of the class 3 licence the 

cleaning business must apply for a class 1 or 2 licence. 

 

• Class 1 and class 2 licences are renewable; however, renewal will only be granted if the 

cleaning business continues to fulfil wage requirements and ensure workplace safety. 

Class 1 licences are the highest tier of licence and aimed at firms with higher capabilities, 

paid-up capital of S$250,000, free of convictions in the 24 months preceding their 

application and higher skilled employees. Both classes require the cleaning business to be 

bizSAFE certified. 
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The Bill also seeks to ensure stricter controls on littering by: 

 

(a) Creating a presumption in relation to high-rise littering - where littering occurs in a public 

place and the source of that littering is from a residential flat, it shall be presumed that littering 

from the residential flat was by the tenant(s) (where the property is leased) or the owner(s) of 

the residential flat; and 

(b) Penalising a person for littering from a vehicle or permitting a vehicle to be used for the 

purpose of littering in a public place. 

 

Click on the following links for more information: 

 

• Environmental Public Health (Amendment) Act 2023 (available on the Singapore Parliament 

website at www.parliament.gov.sg) 

• National Environment Agency ("NEA") Media Release titled "General Cleaning Business 

Licensing Will Be Enhanced To Build A Resilient And Professional Cleaning Sector (available 

on NEA website at www.nea.gov.sg) 

 

 

 

  

https://www.parliament.gov.sg/docs/default-source/default-document-library/environmental-public-health-(amendment)-bill-1-2023.pdf
https://www.parliament.gov.sg/
https://www.nea.gov.sg/media/news/news/index/general-cleaning-business-licensing-will-be-enhanced-to-build-a-resilient-and-professional-cleaning-sector
https://www.nea.gov.sg/media/news/news/index/general-cleaning-business-licensing-will-be-enhanced-to-build-a-resilient-and-professional-cleaning-sector
https://www.nea.gov.sg/
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Lee Weilin 
Head, Sustainability 
Partner, Banking & Finance  
 
T +65 6232 0707 
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Kala Anandarajah, PBM 
Partner, Sustainability 
Head, Competition & Antitrust 
and Trade  
 
T +65 6232 0111 
 
kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com 

   

     

 

 
Soh Lip San 
Partner, Sustainability   
Energy & Resources  
 
T +65 6232 0228 
 
lip.san.soh@rajahtann.com 
 
 

  Sandy Foo 
Partner, Sustainability 
Deputy Head, Corporate and 
Transactional Group 
Head, Mergers & Acquisitions  
 
T +65 6232 0716 
 
sandy.foo@rajahtann.com 
 

   

     
 

Ng Sey Ming 

Partner, Sustainability 

Co-Head, Banking & Finance  

 

T +65 6232 0473 

sey.ming.ng@rajahtann.com 

 

  Disa Sim 

Partner, Sustainability 

Head, Appeals & Issues  

 

T +65 6232 0415 

disa.sim@rajahtann.com 
 
 
 

   

     
 
Please feel free to also contact Knowledge Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com 
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Regional Contacts 
 
 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

   

Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

    

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

 

Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com 

   

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage 

which may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Regional Presence 

 

 
 
 
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 
Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge Management 
at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 


