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Family Justice Reform Bill Passed in
Parliament to Strengthen Family
Therapeutic Justice

On 20 April 2023, the Family Justice Reform Bill ("Bill") was tabled for First Reading in Parliament to
amend various pieces of legislation such as the Family Justice Act ("FJA"), the Women's Charter, and
the Guardianship of Infants Act. The reforms introduced in the Bill are part of the ongoing efforts by the
Ministry of Law ("MinLaw"), Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF) and Family Justice Courts
("FJC™) to strengthen therapeutic justice elements in the family justice system in Singapore. The Bill has
since been passed on 8 May 2023.

Simplifying Family Proceedings and Procedure in FJC

The Bill amends primary legislation to support the upcoming revamp of the Family Justice Rules, which
will simplify the rules of family proceedings. It also implements the remaining recommendations by the
Committee to Review and Enhance Reforms in the Family Justice System ("Committee"). The
recommendations seek to reduce acrimony in family proceedings and ensure fairness in the resolution
of cases without undue delay, complexity and cost. On this front, the Bill amends the relevant law in
three key ways:

(a) Efficiency in court proceedings. Unnecessary applications result in, among other things,
protracted proceedings and acrimonious relations. The Committee's recommendation was for
the concerned party to seek the court's permission before filing further applications, in
appropriate cases. To implement this recommendation, the Bill will empower the court to,
among other things, disallow the filing of any further application or document in support of an
application without its consent when such filing is likely to (i) obstruct the resolution or disposal
of the matter; or (ii) have an adverse effect on a child's welfare.

(b) Clarity in judge-led approach in family proceedings. Introduced in 2014, the judge-led
approach has contributed to the just, expeditious, and economical disposal of proceedings. The
Committee's recommendation was to provide clarity on how the judge-led approach can be
applied in family proceedings. To deal with this, several provisions have been included in the
Bill relating to the judge-led approach, such as empowering judges to make orders of a
substantive nature on their own accord so as to address the immediate needs of the family,
where necessary.
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(c) Simplified court terminology. The Bill will simplify the terms used in family proceedings to
make it easier for the laypersons to understand the proceedings (e.g. use "originating
application" instead of "writ", and "applicant" instead of "plaintiff").

Facilitating More Sustainable Maintenance and Outcomes

Several issues have been raised in relation to the current maintenance enforcement process. Among
others, parties may find it time-consuming and resource-intensive to attend hearings. Moreover, relevant
information for maintenance enforcement such as the parties' assets and means may not be readily
available. As this information is crucial in determining whether a respondent cannot pay or merely
refuses to pay, maintenance enforcement becomes challenging. Finally, compliance with maintenance
orders continues to be an issue.

To address these, the Bill seeks to establish a new Maintenance Enforcement Process (MEP) with the
following key features:

(@) Conciliation and access to information on parties' assets and means. The current mediation
process will be replaced by a conciliation process to be undertaken by Maintenance Enforcement
Officers ("MEOs") who are empowered to (i) obtain information on parties' assets and means
directly from stipulated entities (i.e. Government agencies, banks and Central Depository (Pte)
Ltd.); and (ii) provide such information to the court.

With the information obtained, MEOs and the court can more accurately determine the parties'
financial circumstances and distinguish between respondents who cannot pay maintenance and
those who refuse to pay. Moreover, MEOs will be in a better position to (i) assist parties to reach
an amicable settlement through the conciliation process; and (ii) refer suitable parties for financial
assistance.

(b)  Other changes to facilitate more suitable maintenance outcomes. The Bill also introduces
measures to facilitate more suitable maintenance outcomes. In situations where a maintenance
order is breached and the parties do not reach a settlement, the court must make a Show-
Payment Order, and specify a term of imprisonment that the respondent will be liable for non-
compliance with the Show-Payment Order, except in special circumstances.

Click on the following link for more information:

e MinLaw Press Release titled "Family Justice Reform Bill To Strengthen Family Therapeutic
Justice" (available on the MinLaw website at www.minlaw.gov.sq)
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Rajah & Tann is fully committed to using the therapeutic justice lens in helping families resolve their
issues. Our Partner from the Commercial Litigation Practice, Kee Lay Lian, is the Co-Chairperson of the
Family Law Practice Committee and also a member in the working group for the Family Therapeutic

Justice Certification programme organised by the Singapore Academy of Law (SAL). Partner Gregory
Vijayendran, SC was an Advisor to that working group.

Contacts

Kee Lay Lian

Gregory Vijayendran, SC
Partner, Commercial Litigation

Partner, Commercial Litigation

T +65 6232 0566 T +65 6232 0438

lay.lian.kee@rajahtann.com geogory.vijayendran@rajahtann.com

Please feel free to also contact Knowledge Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com
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Regional Contacts

R&T SOK&HENG | Cambodia
R&T Sok & Heng Law Office

T +85523963112/113

F +855 23963 116
kh.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN 378 EiE

SHANGHAI REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE | China
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP

Shanghai Representative Office

T +86 21 6120 8818

F +86 21 6120 8820

cn.rajahtannasia.com

ASSEGAF HAMZAH & PARTNERS | Indonesia
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners

Jakarta Office
T +62 21 2555 7800
F +62 21 2555 7899

Surabaya Office

T +62 31 5116 4550
F +62 31 5116 4560
www.ahp.co.id

RAJAH & TANN | Lao PDR
Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd.

T +856 21 454 239

F +856 21 285 261
la.rajahtannasia.com

CHRISTOPHER &LEE ONG | Malaysia
Christopher & Lee Ong

T +60 3 2273 1919

F +60 32273 8310

www.christopherleeong.com

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia.

RAJAH & TANN | Mvyanmar

Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited
T +95 19345 343 /+95 1 9345 346

F +95 19345 348

mm.rajahtannasia.com

GATMAYTAN YAP PATACSIL

GUTIERREZ & PROTACIO (C&G LAW) | Philippines
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)
T +632 8894 0377 to 79/ +632 8894 4931 to 32

F +632 8552 1977 to 78

www.cagatlaw.com

RAJAH & TANN | Singapore
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP

T +65 6535 3600
sg.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN | Thailand
R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited

T +66 2 656 1991

F +66 2 656 0833
th.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN LCT LAWYERS | VViernam
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers

Ho Chi Minh City Office
T +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673
F +84 28 3520 8206

Hanoi Office

T +84 24 3267 6127
F +84 24 3267 6128
www.rajahtannict.com

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a
member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client.

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage

which may result from accessing or relying on this update.
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South
Asia.

The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein)
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP.

Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your

specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge Management
at eOASIS@rajahtann.com.
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