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SFA Consults on Proposed Regulation of 

Insect and Insect Products for Human 

Consumption and Animal Feed  
 

Introduction  
 

Singapore currently does not permit the import and sale of insects as food for human consumption. 

Presently, only animal feed can contain insects, which is subject to restrictions under the Feeding Stuffs 

Act 1965. After examining the regulatory position for insects and insect products, the Singapore Food 

Agency ("SFA") proposes allowing the import, local farming and processing of insects and insect 

products for human consumption and animal feed, subject to specific conditions and requirements. SFA 

is conducting a consultation exercise to obtain feedback on the following proposed conditions and 

requirements: 

 

- Import conditions, for insect and insect products for human consumption and animal feed imported 

into Singapore; 

- Additional pre-licensing requirements, for local insect farming for human consumption and animal 

feed; and  

- Additional pre-licensing requirements, for processing of insects for human consumption.  

 

This Update provides an overview of SFA’s key proposed conditions and requirements. Feedback 

should be submitted to SFA before 6 p.m., 4 December 2022.   

 

Rationale for Regulation  
 

Presently, there are no international standards regarding using insects as food or animal feed by the 

Codex Alimentarius Commission or the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). The basis for 

SFA’s proposed import conditions for import and additional pre-licensing requirements for farming and 

processing in Singapore are primarily to ensure safety of the use of insects and insect products. They 

relate to ensuring the following: (i) safety of the insect species for human consumption; (ii) prevention 

of the introduction of diseases and contaminants; (iii) that substrate used do not impart contaminants to 

the insects; and (iv) safety of the final product for consumption.  

 

Import Conditions for Insect and Insect Products  
 

Subject to specific proposed requirements and conditions, insects and insect products may be imported 

for varying purposes, such as for human consumption, animal feed, farming for human consumption, or 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/rajah-&-tann
https://www.reach.gov.sg/Participate/Public-Consultation/Singapore-Food-Agency/consultation-on-regulation-of-insect-and-insect-products
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farming for animal feed. Depending on what is specifically being imported and/or its purpose, different 

conditions and requirements will apply.  

 

For example, health certificates must be submitted to make certain certifications, such as that insects 

are not harvested from the wild. This applies regardless whether the import is for human consumption 

or animal feed, or for farming.  

 

Where the import is for human consumption, it will also be subject to more stringent requirements than 

import for use as animal feed. Among other things, insect species imported for human consumption 

must only be those listed in the List of Insect Species Approved for Human Consumption ("Approved 

List") that is set out at Table A to the Annex to the consultation ("Annex"), available here, failing which 

it must first be subject to SFA’s assessment as novel food. The declaration of the insect species 

imported will be required as part of the import permit approval.  

 

Where the import involves insects and insect products for direct human consumption (e.g. ready-to-eat 

products), health certificates must be submitted to certify that they have been subjected to sufficient 

heat treatment and are safe for consumption, amongst other things.  

 
Table 1 of the Annex sets out details of the specific conditions for the respective purposes of import.  

 

Additional Pre-Licensing Requirements for Local Insect Farming   
 

Insect farming for human consumption  

 

In Singapore, there are various existing regulatory requirements that must be complied with for starting 

a farm. This includes obtaining a Farm Licence which requires the satisfaction of certain requirements, 

such as the submission of a Farm Plan, amongst others.  

 

In addition to these existing pre-licensing requirements, SFA has proposed that insect farming for human 

consumption shall be subject to additional pre-licensing requirements. The proposed additional pre-

licensing requirements are set out at Table 2 of the Annex, and these include the following: 

 

- Insects' species farmed must be those listed in the Approved List, failing which such species must 

first be subject to SFA’s assessment as novel food;  

- The substrates used for feeding of insects must not be contaminated with substances unsafe for 

humans; and 

- Post-harvest, insects are subject to sufficient heat treatment.  

 

Insect farming for animal feed  

 

Similarly, the manufacture and processing of animal feed is subject to various existing pre-licensing 

requirements and conditions. This includes obtaining an Animal Feed Licence.  

https://www.reach.gov.sg/-/media/REACH/Reach-Files/Public-Consultations/2022/SFA/Consultation-on-Regulation-of-Insect-and-Insect-Products/CONSULTATION-ON-REGULATION-OF-INSECT-AND-INSECT-PRODUCTS-(Annex).ashx
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SFA has proposed that insect farming for animal feed shall be subject to additional pre-licensing 

requirements, which are set out at Table 2 of the Annex, including the following: 

 

- The insects must not be harvested from the wild; 

- There are restrictions on what can be used as substrates (for instance, manure, decomposing 

organic material etc. cannot be used without prior approval from SFA); 

- There are post- harvest requirements that must be implemented to ensure good hygiene to prevent 

cross-contamination.  

 

The above requirements are also applicable for insect farming for human consumption. 

 

The existing and proposed additional pre-licensing requirements will also apply to the processing of 

insects for animal feed.  

 

Additional Pre-Licensing Requirements for Processing of Insects for 

Human Consumption 
 

Food processing establishments in Singapore are subject to various regulatory and licensing 

requirements, including specific requirements that must be satisfied before obtaining a licence. Details 

of these requirements may be found here.  

 

In addition to these existing requirements, SFA has proposed that processing of insects for human 

consumption shall be subject to additional pre-licensing requirements, including the following:  

 

- Insects' species processed must be those listed in the Approved List, failing which such species 

must first be subject to SFA’s assessment as novel food; 

- Insects used for processing must not be harvested from the wild; 

- The applicant must ensure that the processed insect products are in compliance with microbiological 

and chemical standards for food under the SFA Food Regulations and submit laboratory analysis 

test results from accredited laboratories in its licence application to evidence this; and 

- Insects for human consumption must have been subjected to sufficient heat treatment and be safe 

for consumption.  

 

These proposed additional pre-licensing requirements are set out at Table 3 of the Annex.  

 

Compliance with Food Regulations (for Human Consumption)  
 

Where the purpose of import, farming, processing and/or sale of insect and insect products is for human 

consumption, it must be noted that in addition to the proposed import conditions and additional pre-

licensing conditions for farming and processing activities, the SFA’s Food Regulations must be complied 

with.  

https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-manufacturers/setting-up-food-establishments
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Our Comments  
 

This is a significant development that opens up opportunities for the import and sale of insects for human 

consumption that is presently not permitted. From the trade law perspective, businesses interested or 

considering the import, sale, locally farming and/or processing of insects and insect products should 

review the proposed conditions and pre-licensing requirements and consider the potential impact and 

compliance implications. 

 

From the consumer protection law perspective, there will also be knock-on implications. For example, 

businesses must be able to accurately represent their products and not inadvertently make 

misstatements to consumers as to the constituents or quality of the product being sold. Businesses must 

be cognisant that such compliance obligations to the consumer are equally applicable in this context.  

 

If you have any queries on the above development or would like to submit any feedback on the 

consultation paper, please feel free to contact our team members below who will be happy to assist.  

 

For more information, please refer to the consultation document, as well as the Annex to the consultation 

that sets out the detailed conditions and requirements (available on the SFA website).  

 

 

https://www.reach.gov.sg/Participate/Public-Consultation/Singapore-Food-Agency/consultation-on-regulation-of-insect-and-insect-products
https://www.reach.gov.sg/-/media/REACH/Reach-Files/Public-Consultations/2022/SFA/Consultation-on-Regulation-of-Insect-and-Insect-Products/CONSULTATION-ON-REGULATION-OF-INSECT-AND-INSECT-PRODUCTS-(Annex).ashx
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Contacts 
Competition & Antitrust and Trade 

   

 

Kala Anandarajah 
Head, Competition & Antitrust 
and Trade  
 
T +65 6232 0111 
  
kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com 

 

 

 

Tanya Tang 
Partner (Chief Economic and Policy 
Advisor), Competition & Antitrust 
and Trade  
 
T +65 6232 0298 
  
tanya.tang@rajahtann.com 
 

   

   

 

Alvin Tan 
Partner, Competition & 
Antitrust and Trade  
 
D +65 6232 0904 
 
alvin.tan@rajahtann.com 
 

   

   

 

Please feel free to also contact Knowledge and Risk Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com 

 

mailto:kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com
mailto:tanya.tang@rajahtann.com
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Our Regional Contacts 

  
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com  

   
 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

  
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

  

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

 
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

  

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 
Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which 

may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 

 
 
 
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 
Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge & Risk 
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 


